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The destruction of the European Jews.

Actions and reactions of perpetrators, victims, bystanders and Non-Jewish opponents to the Nazi measures.

Abstract

A concept for a series of lessons or a study day about the topic will be outlined. The basic structure is that the students work in five groups, each group focusing on one of the stages of the extermination process: Definition and labeling, expropriation, deportations, ghettoization, mass murder. 

The groups study and discuss documents which show by way of example, how perpetrators, victims, bystanders and Non-Jewish opponents acted and reacted to the persecution escalating to organized mass murder. 

This includes perpetrators on different levels of the Nazi hierarchy and in diverse functions: decision makers, legislators, propagandists, administrators, executioners of acts of violence, organizers and supervisors of mass destruction.  

Survivors’ reports have a particular importance for the concept: They show how Jews tried to cope with the terrible situation into which they had been forced by the perpetrators. We see that the chances of the victims to defend their personal integrity against the persecution deteriorated stage by stage, but also that even children summoned up an amazing courage when fighting to survive;  moreover we get to know examples of solidarity within a system which was invented to create a ruthless fight of every individual against all the others. 

Documents and photos tell us that all this did not happen far from everyday life: The crimes were committed under the eyes of innumerous bystanders. 

Only few observers in Germany and the occupied countries were willing and had the courage to oppose the Nazi measures against the Jews. In order to show this opposition, which existed in spite of the terror, the concept includes an impressive example of solidarity and protest. 

Diverse methods to deal with the documents and to present the results are suggested to the groups: creative writing, scenic reading, an analysis of a series of historical photos, commenting and illustrating a survivor report, selecting and confronting key sentences from autobiographical texts of a concentrations camp inmate and a camp commander. 

Teaching Methods and Material

The concept aims at the highest possible activity of the students during the learning process. It gives them the chance to choose a special topic and to decide which methods they want to use. They themselves have to find out what the documents tell about the destruction of the Jews and the individuals willingly or unwillingly involved in this process. They design and realize the presentation of their results. 

The role of the teacher is to suggest the structure of the whole project and a variety of topics and methods, to provide material, to offer advice, and, if necessary, to act as a moderator during the plenary session,. 

Material used by the groups (documents photocopied).

Group 1:

*Task for the group

*First Ordinance to the Reich Citizenship Law (14.11. 1935)  (excerpt)

*Third decree concerning the obligatory identity card (23.7. 1938) 

Identity cards with the imposed names Sara and Israel

*Suggestion of a registrar to use a rubber stamp for printing the imposed names into documents

*The Minister for Propaganda, Joseph Goebbels, about the labeling of the Jews

Photos showing Jews with the yellow badge

*Victor Klemperer: Diaries, 1941 (excerpts concerning the introduction of the yellow badge)

*Report about a protest of Czech workers against the introduction of the yellow badge [from a document of the Nazi administration in Bohemia and Moravia]

*Elisabeth Freund: Report [concerning the reactions to the introduction of the yellow badge] (written immediately after her emigration, 1941) (excerpt)

*Ruth Gross: Report [telling how she as a child tried to cope with the labeling as a Jew] (published 1988)

Group 2:

*Task for the group 

*Minutes of the conference headed by Hermann Göring, November 12, 1938 (excerpts)

*Biographical information about the participants of the conference

* The revenues from the escape tax (Reichsfluchtsteuer) between 1932 and 1945

*Decree imposing one billion Reichsmark fine upon Jews of German citizenship, November 12, 1938

*Eleventh Ordinance to the Reich Citizenship Law. November 25, 1941 

Group 3:

*Task for the group 

Series of photos showing the deportation of the Jews from Lörrach, Baden in October 1940

*Instructions for the civil servants concerning the deportation of the Jews of South-West Germany in October 1940

*Reinhard Heydrich’s letter to Martin Luther (German Foreign Office) concerning the deportations in October 1941 

Photo which shows a crowd in Lörrach attending the auction to sell Jewish property after the deportation

Map of Europe showing the railroad network used for deportations to Auschwitz

Group 4: 

*Task for the group

*Survivor report written by Krystyna Budnicka about her childhood in the Warsaw ghetto

This group should have access to a historical encyclopedia. e.g. the Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, and to photos from the Warsaw ghetto. Information and photos could also be found in the internet. 

Group 5:

*Task for the group

*Survivor report written by Ruth Klüger [excerpt from the chapter which describes a selection in Auschwitz)

*Autobiographical notes written by the Auschwitz commander Rudolf Höss. 

If the aim is to discuss some basic didactic principles and to suggest a few methodological ideas, it would be sufficient to describe the documents and to show some photos using overhead transparencies. In this case, the teachers could be motivated to look for adequate material themselves. They might be able to find documents and photos which are related to the Holocaust in Hungary in particular. Perhaps they could find documents related to the introduction of the yellow badge in Hungary  (e.g. about the attempts of Cardinal Seredi to reach an exemption for Catholics of Jewish origin), documents concerning the expropriation of the Hungarian Jews, photos showing the deportations from Hungary, a survivor report about the Budapest ghetto, etc.

However, if the teachers should be able to use the suggested concept and the selected material themselves, they would need the texts mentioned above in translation. Although some of the documents have been translated to English this probably does not help in a Hungarian school. I have no idea at all which documents are translated and available in Hungarian.

I have already reduced the number of documents to a minimum. Nevertheless, translation (from German originals) would need a lot of work since about 40 pages would have to be translated, if none of the documents is available in Hungarian. Copies of the photos (13 pages) and the documents would be necessary. 

As long as such material (in form of photocopies) would be used by individual teachers, I do not believe that one has to ask for copy rights. If you intend, however, to produce a printed version, the question of copy rights would be relevant.

The question whether my suggestion could be realized in the form of a workshop or in plenary presentation depends on your concept of the conference, but also on your decision whether you can provide a translation of the texts. 

