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From the Broken Silence documentary series
Eyes of the Holocaust
In 1994, Steven Spielberg founded the nonprofit organization Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation to videotape the testimonies of Holocaust survivors and other witnesses.  Through extraordinary international cooperation, the Shoah Foundation conducted interviews in 32 languages and in 57 countries.  More than 800 testimonies were conducted in cities throughout Hungary, including Budapest, Pécs, Szeged, Debrecen, Nyíregyháza, Szekszárd, Veszprém and Miskolc.  The interviewees had a range of experiences: most were Jewish survivors; others were rescue and aid providers, Jehovah’s Witness survivors, or Roma survivors.  Having recorded nearly 52,000 testimonies of survivors and other witnesses of the Holocaust, the Shoah Foundation now concentrates on realizing the educational potential of its vast and diverse archive.

The mission of Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation:

To overcome prejudice, intolerance, and bigotry – and the suffering they cause –

through the educational use of the Foundation’s visual history testimonies

In pursuing its global mission, the Shoah Foundation develops educational materials based on the interviews in its archive.  Among these materials is Broken Silence, an international documentary series of five one-hour films for global audiences. The films were directed by distinguished filmmakers from Argentina, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Russia, and produced by James Moll, director of the Foundation’s 1998 documentary, The Last Days.

Eyes of the Holocaust is the Hungarian-language film in the Broken Silence series.  Directed by Szász János (Woyzeck), Eyes of the Holocaust is composed of excerpts of testimonies from the Shoah Foundation’s archive, rare historical footage, and music.  The film focuses on the experiences of survivors who were children in Hungary during Holocaust. Thematic segments are introduced by a young girl reading the definitions of terms such as “anti-Semitism,” “ghetto,” “deportation,” and “crematorium,” before the survivors describe the meaning of these words in the most personal of terms.  While intended for students, the film does contain some graphic descriptions of events witnessed or experienced by the survivors.

For more information about Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation, visit www.vhf.org or contact Luca Illy, Shoah Foundation Regional Consultant in Hungary, at 36-26 526 046  or at shoah@elender.hu.
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Integrating Visual History in the Classroom 

Using the Documentary, Eyes of the Holocaust 
Aim: 

To encourage participants to integrate visual history into their classrooms using the documentary, Eyes of the Holocaust.

Objectives:

· To define key vocabulary terms related to the Holocaust, as used in the documentary.

· To connect the definitions of the vocabulary terms with the descriptions of events associated with the terms, that emerge from first person testimony/narrative. 

Materials /Resources Required:

· VHS PAL tape of ’Eyes’

· monitor/projector & VCR

· Worksheets 

· Sheet # 1 : Vocabulary terms

· Sheet # 2 : Focusing on one term

· Sheet # 3 Quotes 
Time:

90 minutes

Procedures:

1. Pre-viewing activity

· Ask participants to work in pairs.

· Distribute “Worksheet #1 - Vocabulary Terms”. (Terms are the same as those that appear in the Holocaust dictionary of the film)

· Ask participants to write the definitions after each term printed on the sheet.

(Participants are encouraged to leave blank what they are not sure about.)


     Allow 10 minutes.


Below are the definitions of each term as they appear in the film.


1. Holocaust
= from the Greek “holocauston”, burning or totally burnt sacrifice. Literally, what is destroyed by fire.

2. challah = woven bread used on Saturdays and feast days . On ordinary Saturdays it is long-shaped. On autumn feast days, it is woven in a circle.
3. anti-Semitism = in common parlance, measures taken against the Jews.  It means opposition to Jews

4. numerus clauses =  Discriminative, anti-Semitic policy. It means limited number.

5. Jew = a race of Semitic origin that dispersed all over the world from ancient Palestine.

6. Jewish laws  = from 1938 onwards, the exclusion of Jews in Hungary intensified.

7. yellow star = distinguishing mark worn by Jews on their clothing.

8. deportation = banishment, forced removal to alien places

9. ghetto = the Jewish population was squeezed into isolated districts


10. entrainment = people are crowded into cattle trains and transported to concentration camps and death camps.

11. Shoah  = misfortune, disaster, extermination, destruction, catastrophe

12. crematorium = for the purpose of burning human corpses, crematoria were built in the death camps. 

13. appel = lineup held in concentration camps. It was held at the Appelplatz.
2. Advise participants to notice when these terms are used in the documentary, as they watch it, and complete all term definitions that they left blank.  

3. Show the film in its entirety. Allow 56 minutes.

4. Post-viewing activity

· Ask participants to work again in the same pairs to complete whatever term definitions they had previously left blank 

· Next, each pair should choose at least one term from the list.  On a separate sheet, together, write a paragraph for the term they selected, addressing the following (If time permits, participants can do this assignment for additional terms):

 1.  Describe the moments in the documentary in which the survivors discuss their personal experience with the term  

2.  What did you learn about the term from the survivor’s testimony that you did not know previously?

3.  Do you see any parallels between the survivor’s testimony, and other historical or current events?  Explain.  

Allow 15-20 minutes.

5. Ask the participants to share their work with the group.  Allow 5-15 minutes.

Homework/Enrichment Assignments:

1. Distribute Worksheet #2 to participants, which contains 6 terms used by the survivors while describing their pre-war testimonies, and 6 terms used by the survivors while describing their wartime experiences.  Ask students to define the terms, as well as their origins.

2. Distribute Worksheet #3 to participants, which contains quotes from survivors in the documentary.  Assign participants to choose a quote from the list and write a one-page response to this quote.  
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Worksheet # 1 - Vocabulary terms

Write a definition after each term listed. If you do not know a definition, you may leave it blank.

1. Holocaust
=…………………………………………………………………………

2. challah
=…………………………………………………………………………
3. numerus clausus=……………………………………………………………………
4. anti-Semitism=…………………………………………………………………………
5. Jew

=…………………………………………………………………………
6. Jewish laws 
=…………………………………………………………………………
7. yellow star
=…………………………………………………………………………
8. deportation
=…………………………………………………………………………
9. ghetto =……..…………………………………………………………………………
10. cattle cars
=…………………………………………………………………………
11. Shoah =…………………………………………………………………………………
12. crematorium =…………………………………………………………………………
13. appel

=…………………………………………………………………………
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Worksheet # 2 – Focusing on one term

PART 1:     While describing their lives before the war, some of the survivors from the documentary, Eyes of the Holocaust, used the terms below.   Define these terms and discover their origin.

1. challah 

Definition:

Origin:

2. cholent 

Definition:

Origin:

3. Sabbath/Shabbos/Saturday 

Definition:

Origin:

4. Pesach 

Definition:

Origin:

5. Jew 

Definition:

Origin:

6. Star of David 

Definition:

Origin:

PART 2:     While describing their lives during the war, some of the survivors from the documentary, Eyes of the Holocaust, used these terms.   Define these terms and discover their origin.

7. anti-Semitism


Definition:

Origin:

8. pogrom

Definition:

Origin:

9. gendarmes

Definition:

Origin:

 10. concentration camp

Definition:

Origin:

  11. SS

Definition:

Origin:

    12. Arrow Cross

Definition:

Origin:
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Worksheet # 3 - Quotes 

Below is a list of quotes from survivors featured in the documentary, Eyes of the Holocaust.  Choose a quote below and write a one-page response to this quote.
1. “We even considered never telling anyone about it if we ever got out. For no one could believe that such a thing could have existed and happened.”

2. “My father (…) had gone to my uncle two days after the Germans arrived to ask for poison, so the three of us would not have to endure the horror that awaited us.”

3. “As it was a branch line that led to Auschwitz, we felt as if we were going backwards. At that same moment, many people said the same thing: “ Regent Horthy cares about us after all. He’s bringing us back.” About an hour later the train slowed and we arrived at the place we never imagined existed.”

4. Those of us from religious families underwent a terrible crisis. We prayed every morning and night to a merciful God. God could not have seen what happened to the children, to our parents, to the old, to women but especially to the children. It seems that God was not there in Auschwitz.“

5. “We had to leave for the ghetto. We had a dog. Muri. The poor thing ran and ran after us until he was totally exhausted. Maybe he was the only living thing that sympathized with our plight.” 

6. “There was this girl there. They separated her mother to the left-hand side. The poor woman started screaming: “I won’t leave my daughter here!” And Mengele laughing told her: “Take your daughter with you, too!”

7. “The Holocaust is not a historical event. It stands outside of history. A perfectly irrational event. (…) I am a survivor. My memories include my experiences since surviving it.  (…) Only those who died could really tell us about the Holocaust, but they cannot tell because they are dead.”
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